
SAI-Civil Society Cooperation and Citizen 
Engagement



The Accountability Ecosystem
• A robust audit system is critical for ensuring public funds serve their intended 

objectives. SAIs’ checking and reporting on the use of public funds can be 
instrumental in the pandemic response and recovery, key to the SDGs. 

• While essential for accountable governance, SAIs often face serious 
limitations. 

• A critical lesson we have learned through research and experience is that 
although independence is a crucial feature of SAI strength, SAI effectiveness 
ultimately depends on the interaction with other actors in the overall 
accountability system. 

• Such engagement is particularly relevant in light of the shrinking democratic 
spaces around the world and the need for checks against government 
excesses.
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The Open Budget Survey
• Evidence-based assessment of

• transparency of how public resources are raised and spent;

• opportunities for participation in the budget process, and

• oversight by independent legislatures and audit institutions. 

• Draws on international standards, including INTOSAI Lima Declaration

• In each country, an independent budget expert completes a questionnaire, 
which is reviewed by an anonymous independent peer expert, and – in 94 of 
the 117 surveyed countries – by the government

• Only documents published and events, activities, or developments that took 
place through 31 December 2018 were assessed in the OBS 2019.
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Global Average 
Budget Transparency 
Score (117 countries) 

45 out of 100



Countries with publicly available Audit Reports 
are more likely to follow up on audit 
recommendations



Countries are more likely to have participation mechanisms 
during budget formulation and approval





SAI-Civil Society Engagement: Advancing 
Audit Accountability 
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Strengthening SAI-Civil Society Engagement

• Share contextual and PFM developments and analysis

• Publish audit reports in a timely, accessible manner and report on actions 
taken by the executive to address audit recommendations

• Establish or strengthen participatory mechanisms throughout the audit 
process

• Communicate mandate, clear recommendations, lessons and good practices 
with stakeholders

• Develop and implement strategies to collectively enhance accountability and 
audit impact, including joint follow-up of audit recommendations
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